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Defiant 
Seniors Have 
Killer Spring 


By ABBIE ZAMCHECK 


Killer, the game that sec- 
ond term seniors live for, 
and the administration wish- 
es would just disappear, is 
alive and multiplying. 

On Monday, May 15, the 
day before the start of Killer, 
Principal Stanley Teitel made 
two announcements over the 
loudspeaker, both warning 
that seniors participating in 
the game risked suspension, 
and college notification. 
Sources for this article would 
speak only on the condition 
of anonymity out of fear that 
they would be punished for 
their involvement. 

But the announcement 
didn’t stop one senior from 
crouching the following 
afternoon on the elevator 
landing of the Tribeca 
Bridge. He grasped a one- 
liter bottle of Poland Spring 
Water, ready to douse his 
unsuspecting target. 

And it apparently didn’t 
stop 130 others like him 
from paying the $8 entry fee 
to join the first game of 
Killer, according to the 
game’s organizers. Nor did 
it stop another 108 from 
enrolling in a second, sepa- 
rately organized game which 
commenced on May 23, the 
final day of the original 
Killer. And with a third game 
of “Team Killer’ currently in 
the planning phase, Killer is 
likely to continue until sum- 
mer break. 

On Tuesday, May 20, 
when organizers said only 
four out of the original 131 
seniors remained ‘alive’ in 
the game, Teitel said he had 
not suspended or taken disci- 
plinary action against any 
participant. “Nobody has 
been brought to my office,” 
Teitel said. “I can’t imagine 
that a whole lot of people are 
playing this game, and 
nobody’s been caught.” 

Although several seniors 
said that they had been 
stopped by security guards 
for hallway chases, none were 
singled out for playing Killer. 
One senior who was stopped 
by a security guard after chas- 
ing her target out of the sec- 
ond floor entrance said, 
“They took my ID card, but 
there was really no way to 
prove I was playing Killer. 
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Burr and Quach, Hsu and Suri Advance to Generals 


By LAURA KRUG 


After what Elections 
Committee member Tim von 
Hollweg called “The most 
exciting election day at 
Stuyvesant” finished, the tick- 
ets of Scott Burr / Andrea 
Quach and Jukay Hsu / 
Himanshu Suri moved on to 
the General Elections for the 
positions of Student Union 
President and Vice President. 
Voter turnout for the May 25 
Primary Election was over 
1,000 students, according to 
Elections Committee Member 
Mira Rapp-Hooper. 

In the race for Senior 
Caucus, the two advancing 
pairs were Amit Friedlander / 
Thomas Kunjappu = and 


Amreeta Mathai / 
Mohammad Haque. The tick- 
ets of Daniel Krinsky / Janet 
Hsueh and Neena Lall / 
Laura Lee moved on in the 
Junior race. 

This year’s Elections 
Committee, under the aus- 
pices of senior Matt Baer, 
chose to conduct the elections 
using paper ballots instead of 
the standard scanner-ID card 
procedure. “The scanners 
were a_ disaster,” said 
Coordinator of Student Affairs 
Frank Mazzetti. 

Baer added, “The paper 
ballots are incomparably more 
accurate, and there is no 
chance for error. It leaves a 
paper trail that we can count.” 


continued on page 6 
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The Student Union used paper ballots for the Primary Elections 


held on Friday, May 25. 


Under Fire, Stuynet Creator Scraps 


Teacher Evaluation 


Teachers Consider 
Refusing College 
Recommendations 


By ADINA DAVID 


After two weeks of con- 
frontation from teachers 
over the controversial teach- 
er evaluation feature on his 
website stuynet.com, junior 
Gary He removed the entire 
section from the site on 
Thursday, May 17. 

He said, “I’m removing 
the teacher evaluations out 
of respect for the teachers.” 

The site, which He said 
receives about 200 hits a day, 
allowed students to post 
anonymous comments 
instantaneously about teach- 
ers at Stuy. Students could 
select a teacher from a pro- 
vided list, and then write in a 
“comment box,” and rate the 
teacher in several categories 
including “attitude,” “grad- 
ing,” and “teaching style.” 

He said that two weeks 
ago, Assistant Principal of 
Technology Steven Kramer 
warned him that teachers 
had voiced complaints about 
the contents of the teacher 
evaluations. He also said that 
he had been pulled out of 
several classes by teachers 
who felt threatened by 
remarks posted on the site. 
One of them was English 
teacher Tim Simonds. 


continued on page 6 
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Calculus Takes Over Stuy 


By LINDSEY GURIN 


Freshman Vicki Slavina 
slept in on Thursday, May 10. 
Junior Caroline Cecot did not 
come to school at all. 

Stuyvesant administrators 
cancelled regular classes, con- 
verting 21 classrooms into 
testing centers to accommo- 
date the 501 students taking 
the Advanced Placement 
Calculus exam that morning. 
Alternatives to canceling class- 
es were considered but reject- 
ed, frustrating some teachers 
of other AP courses who 
missed instructional periods 
during “crunch time” while 
their students attended review 
sessions. 

A special schedule was 
implemented for students 
who did not take the exam. 
Sophomores were to report to 


school at 7:50 am while fresh- 
men were able to sleep in, as 
they were not required to be 
present until 11:20 AM. Both 
grades took practice PSAT 
exams, courtesy of Princeton 
Review. Juniors not taking 
the AP Calculus exam were to 
arrive at 10:50 AM for two ses- 
sions entitled “Strategies to 
Be Used When Taking SAT IT 
Exams” and “Making Your 
College Choices Count,” also 
sponsored by The Princeton 
Review. 

The AP exam was not 
always administered in class- 
rooms; in the past, students 
not taking the exam attended 
a full day of regularly sched- 
uled classes. 

According to Assistant 
Principal of Organization 
Steven Satin, the exam was 


Stuyvesant 
Teachers 
Jom UFT 

in Rally for 
Contract 


By ABIGAIL DEUTSCH 


Many Stuyvesant teach- 
ers joined thousands of oth- 
ers in chanting and cheering 
for a pay contract at the 
United Federation of 
Teachers’ rally on Thursday, 
May 17 at City Hall. 

In addition to shouting 
“What do we want? A con- 
tract! When do want it? 
Now!” crowds wearing T- 
shirts saying “Shame on City 
Hall” yelled slogans like “Hey 
Rudy, shake your booty!” and 
carried signs reading “Vote 
Giuliani off the island!” 

NYC Teachers are still 
working under a contract 
that expired on November 
15. According to The New 
York Post, over 12 bargaining 
sessions since November 
have yielded little progress 
towards a new contract. The 
union wants salary raises of 
20% or more over the next 
two years, an amount which, 
according to The New York 
Times, “would cost the city at 
least $1 billion a year and 
wipe out much of its budget 
surplus.” Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani has offered hikes of 
2.5% for each of the next 
two years, the Post said. 

According to some 
teachers, raising salaries 
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SCOTT BURR AND ANDREA QUACH 
FOR STUDENT UNION Caucus 


ith the new school year 

and a new COSA, the 

experience of the SU cau- 

cus will be increasingly 
important. Scott Burr personifies this 
quality. With three years in the SU 
under his belt, Burr is familiar with its 
inner workings, the School Leadership 
Team, and how to get things done. We 
feel that under Burr and Andrea 
Quach, the SU will fulfill its goals with 
the spirit and leadership that has been 
missing in the past year. Strong direc- 
tion from these highest SU positions 
will help them achieve their promise to 
“stand up to Stan” on issues that will 
benefit the student body. 

The ticket of Jukay Hsu and 
Himanshu Suri, while offering unique 
perspectives and a strong desire to rep- 
resent the ideas of the student body, 
does not provide the know-how of the 
SU to achieve these objectives in the 
next year. 

Although Quach has no SU expe- 
rience and limited leadership posi- 
tions, Burr has taken her under his 
wing. She has familiarized herself with 
the SU at Executive Council and SLT 
meetings, and is thoroughly informed 
in the issues. 

Starting his freshman year as 
Special Events Coordinator, Burr has 
worked in the SU for two reasons—he 
cares about the school, and feels he 
can make a difference. The difference 
has been small yet significant. As 
Sophomore Class Vice President, Burr 
fought to get rid of 7.5 periods of sci- 


ence as a voting member of the SLT. 
The current chemistry lab schedule is 
proof that things in the SU can get 
done. As Junior Class President, Burr 
fought to allow juniors and seniors to 
double up on English classes. He 
fought to remove the gym shorts poli- 
cy, a motion that will most likely go 
through next year. He is still fighting 
for gym exemption for sports team 
members, and he worked to bring an 
additional college advisor, Ms. Cleary, 
to the college office, providing more 
personal attention to students. 

But like many things, change does 
not happen overnight. Burr and 
Quach aim to continue in the foot- 
steps of the Gringer / Sheth adminis- 
tration of two years ago, fighting for 
block scheduling, letter grades, elimi- 
nating the drafting requirement, and 
as mentioned, no gym for sports team 
members. Since Burr already has a pos- 
itive relationship with the administra- 
tion, parents, and teachers alike, these 
goals may be more easily accom- 
plished. 


AMIT FRIEDLANDER AND THOMAS 
KUNJAPPU FOR SENIOR CAUCUS 


he agenda and goals of the 

senior caucus are different 

from that of the SU 

President. The emphasis is 
on a successful prom, entertaining spe- 
cial events, fair senior dues, amid 
other senior concerns. 

The senior class needs a ticket that 
must be enthusiastic, organized, 
informed, and unafraid to fight to 
make senior year right. 


Amit Friedlander and Thomas 
Kunjappu are that ticket. Perhaps the 
best feature of Friedlander and 
Kunjappu is that they are not politi- 
cians, but just students who want to 
make senior year fun for themselves 
and their classmates. 

While they have no SU experi- 
ence, Friedlander and Kunjappu have 
plenty of background in Stuy life and 
volunteer work, as they have juggled 
school, sports, community service, 
journalism, SING!, and social action. 

Platform ideas include setting up a 
senior internship program to offset 
senioritis and light schedules, fostering 
large scale community efforts between 
Stuy organizations, and lighter ideas 
such as creating an organized master 
crush list with statistics, and providing 
“milk and cookies” at SLT meetings. 
These ideas are innovative, logical, and 
achievable. 

Their friendly and frank personali- 
ties are ideal to improve communica- 
tion with the administration and the 
student body, but they are able to 
argue and pressure when they need to. 

Their opponents, Amreeta Mathai 
and Mohammad Haque who are also 
quality individuals, stress experience. 
Mathai and Haque have been in the 
Student Union every year, notably with 
Mathai serving as Class President in 
her Freshman and Sophomore years. 
However, their experience is out- 
weighed by Friedlander and 
Kunjappu’s new perspectives and solid 
qualities, which in this case, the senior 
caucus desperately needs. 

After an ineffective year with the 
SU, fresh faces and ideas will make for 


pectatar’s SU Endorsements 


a great senior year. 


DANNY KRINSKY AND JANET HSEUH 
FOR JUNIOR CAUCUS 


he ticket of Danny Krinsky 
and Janet Hsueh is a combina- 
tion of experience and new 
insight. Krinsky has experi- 
ence as the current Sophomore Vice 
President and should take a spot on 
the SLT. Although Hsueh has limited 
SU experience as a Sophomore 
Advisory Council Member, she shows 
enthusiasm to achieve their goals. 

Their platform, like the ticket 
itself, is a blend of old and new ideas. 
They vow to continue their crusade 
against the Gym Shorts policy, and are 
focused on the issues pertaining to the 
Junior Class, such as prom and Junior 
Class trips. They are on of the few tick- 
ets that want to initiate a Senior 
Internship program, to make the sec- 
ond term of their senior year more 
profitable. 

Krinsky and Hsueh promise to 
improve the communication between 
the SU and the Junior Class by publish- 
ing a newsletter. Krinsky has already 
displayed his organizational competen- 
cy by planning a Sophomore Semi- 
Formal that will actually take place. 
They have specific ideas such as the 
creation of an Ethics/Disciplinary 
Committee and Teacher/Student 
Conferences following the first mark- 
ing period. 

Krinsky and Hsueh show foresight 
in developing policies both germane 
to the Junior Class and for their 
improvement of Stuyvesant in general. 


They Tried This in Nepal—and It Didn’t Work 


Union refused to release 

the vote count for the fall’s 
primary and general elections. 
Now the SU is sticking to that 
policy for last Friday’s pri- 
maries, only informing the 
student body of which candi- 
dates advanced to the general 
elections, and declining to 
make public how many votes 
each ticket garnered. 

We are disappointed that 
they have not changed their 
ways. 

In the fall elections, the 
SU said it didn’t want to hurt 
the losing candidates’ feelings. 
This time around, they are 
adding Elections Co-Chair 


[I November, the Student 


Mira Rapp-Hooper’s assertion 
that releasing full primary 
results would create a “selfful- 
filling prophecy” in the gener- 
al elections. 

Those explanations are 
specious. 

While we concede that 
some level of informality and 
sensitivity is a necessity in the 
realm of student government, 
under no circumstances 
should an election’s integrity 
be sacrificed. 

Furthermore, the argu- 
ment that releasing full prima- 
ry results will create a “self-ful- 
filling prophecy” is ridiculous. 
In the Spring 1999 race for 
Junior Caucus, the ticket of 


Erik Green and Garth 
Johnston won the primaries by 
more than 50 votes, but were 
soundly beaten by the ticket of 
Andrew Villicastin and In Han 
Kang who were beaten in the 
primaries. The instinct to pro- 
tect the ticket that places sec- 
ond in the primaries shows 
favoritism for one ticket and 
amounts to nothing less than 
a manipulation of the election 
outcome. 


s journalists, we are 
mindful of the need 
or free flow of infor- 


mation from the government, 
and aware of the conse- 
quences when that informa- 
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tion is cut off. When a govern- 
ment’s transparency is weak- 
ened, democracy suffers. In a 
Nepal News essay, Shanis S. 
Rana writes about the down- 
fall of Nepal’s government: “It 
is the access and use of infor- 
mation that forms the trans- 
parency component of good 
governance. Good governance 
implies, therefore, that the 
people be informed in order 
for those in government to be 
accountable to them.” 
Elections are difficult to 
coordinate, and on Friday the 
SU conducted a logistically 
sound election. But we cannot 
fathom that any government 
would even entertain the 
thought of running an elec- 
tion and not informing the 
public of the results. It just is 
not done in a democracy. If 
the student body were 
informed of election results, 
they should know whether a 
candidate received a mandate 
or just squeaked by. This has 


a real effect on school gover- 
nance. By keeping voters in 
the dark, it only further serves 
to alienate students from the 
political process. 

The Student Union was 
angered by the lack of trans- 
parency in the accounting of 
the Student Store when the 
administration initially 
refused to show the SU its 
books, yet it perpetrates the 
same injustice on the student 
body by the manner in which 
conducts elections. 

In a November staff edito- 
rial, we wrote that, “the cur- 
rent culture of secrecy under- 
mines the entire elections pro- 
cess and casts doubt on all 
election results.” That is still 
our position, and will remain 
so until the SU decides to fol- 
low the practice of good gov- 
ernment and fully disclose all 
elections results. Until then, 
the Student Union should 
stop pretending it’s a democ- 
racy. 


CORRECTIONS 


¢ Peter Christodoulou was incorrectly named as a candidate 
for Senior Caucus in the May 7, 2001 issue. He was running 


for Student Union President. 


e¢ The Stuyvesant Debate Team was incorrectly reported as 
having come in second in the Varsity Policy debate state 
championship. They came in first place at the competition. 
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Opinions and Letters 


Getting Away With Murder at M.I.T. 


By DANNY NASSRE 


Bad things are happening 
at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. Even with all 
the available booze and 
carousing co-eds, some of the 
university's students are opt- 
ing for different methods of 
recreation. The time-honored 
balance of drunken stupor 
and assiduous study is being 
upset. 

Concealing their identi- 
ties with such deceptively 
inconspicuous codenames as 
James Bond and Gorbachev, 
throngs of plastic dart-gun 
wielding techies run frantical- 
ly about the halls of Building 
36 in pursuit of one another, 
deviously undermining the 
school’s mission by playing a 
game called Assassin. 

They hunt in teams, 
determined to kill. Of course, 
getting killed simply entails 
being hit by a toy dart, but the 


word killed just sounds so 
scary, doesn’t it? 

We can imagine the trou- 
bled thoughts of a perspiring 
freshman, hiding out in the 
“Control Room,” where he is 
offered respite from the 
action: “Man, I knew I 
should’ve just played it safe 
and gone to that fraternity 
hazing. This is just too much!” 

For many years, Killer, 
very similar to MIT’s Assassin, 
has been a popular annual 
event at Stuyvesant, but with- 
out teams and dart guns—we 
use water. 

What is the Stuyvesant 
administration to do? They 
could simply forbid students 
from applying to these univer- 
sities of ill repute, but cries of 
‘coward’ would abound. Just 
imagine the chuckles coming 
from the MIT admissions offi- 
cer: “Ha ha, little Stuyvies 
can’t take the heat, probably 
never even seen a dart-gun.” 


The game’s stealthy par- 
ticipants try to pass it off as 
nothing more than a method 
of interrupting routine—"It 
definitely injects some excite- 
ment into your day-to-day rou- 
tine and really makes you 
mindful of your everyday 
behavior” said New York 
University student Jessica 
Hammer—but Principal Teitel 
knows better. 

And he knew exactly what 
to do when talk of “Killer” 
resurfaced. If students are 
continually informed that 
they’re being irreverant by 
sneaking up on their friends 
and dousing them with 24-oz. 
bottles of Poland Spring, 
they’l] soon grasp the con- 
cept. But our caring principal 
knew that some may have 
needed further assistance, and 
graciously provided it, as we 
now have the threat of suspen- 
sion to aid our comprehen- 
sion. 


ae 
ay 


mad. 
senior 


Shakespeare was wrong. 
That whole thing about a rose 
smelling as sweet by any other 
name—not true. At least 
according to Teitel and his 
administrative minions, for 
whom, as the alternate cliche 
might go, it’s all in the name. 

We thought about calling 
it “Water Fun 2001,” or, my 
personal favorite, “Seniors 
Play with Water Toys.” 
Sticklers for tradition that we 
nostalgic seniors tend to be, it 
remained Killer. The point is 
that it was played - and despite 
Mr. Teitel’s loudspeaker 
threats, little was done to pre- 
vent it. 

There is nothing offensive 
about the annual game of 
Water Tag played by 
Stuyvesant seniors, in which 
players are given a ‘mark’ by 
the Game Master that they 


must “shoot” with water - once 
they do, that person is elimi- 
nated and they receive his or 
her mark, and so on until 
there is a last man standing. 
Occasional cries of “Die!” 
aside, it is a game played pre- 
dominantly with Poland 
Spring water bottles (god 
knows how offensive, not to 
mention dangerous those can 
be) and distracting few from 
academics (as if second term 
seniors aren’t distracted to 
begin with). No one’s con- 
suming alcohol (I don’t 
remember any loudspeaker 
threats on Senior Drunk Day) 
and no one’s getting hurt. So 
how come the administration 
seems more worked up over 
Killer each year? 

The thought of protesting 
the game did actually cross my 
mind. Not because of any- 
thing Principal Teitel said, but 
in memory of the request 
made by former Principal Ms. 
Perullo to the seniors two 
years ago. Instead of threaten- 
ing the class of 1999 with sus- 
pensions and college rescin- 
sions, Ms. Perullo simply asked 
that they use their own morali- 


ty, a decent request that of 
course went decently ignored. 
Guilt may be a better tool 
than policing, but no more 
effective. In light of the 
widespread school shootings 
that took place over the past 
few years—including an intim- 
idating threat on our own 
turf—to play a game called 
Killer is a bit tasteless. And for 
an administration to condone 
such a game would be silly. 
But there is nothing offensive 
about squirting people with 
water bottles. In this spirit, it 
is logical for Mr. Teitel to look 
into the game - to find out 
how it is played, even to 
request that the name be 
changed. But when seen for 
what it is, the game need not 
have incited such a reaction. 

Let the seniors have their 
tradition. Overwhelmed by 
the realization that our child- 
hood is officially over, maybe 
splashing some water around 
allows us to feel like kids one 
last time. I can think of few 
activities of Stuyvesant seniors 
more harmless. 


-Lizzie 


Frankie Gets Busted... Yet Again 


To the Editor: 


Frankie [Chen] is trying 
to show his school spirit by 
committing a crime for which 
he can go to jail for a year? 
And he thinks the cops are 


Vil buy that 
for a dollar 


WHAT ARE 
You DOING? 


stupid? Frankie thinks he was 
being “dumbed down.” Well 
Frankie needs to wise up. Not 
only is he out the $60 fine for 
his crime, but he now has a 
record. He is lucky he had 
identification on him, or he 


WHERE'S YOUR 


could have spent the night as 
a guest of the police depart- 
ment in Central Booking, and 
in the “pens” at 100 Centre 
Street. Frankie may go to 
Stuyvesant, but he is not above 
the law. 
Catherine B. Wilder 
Criminal Defense Attorney 


WATER GUN $ 


I VECIDED 


TI FIGURED WITH ALL THE 


RECENT SCHOOL SHOOTINGS 
\T WOULDN'T Be RIGHT 


To USE A WATER GUN... 


Dear Ling, 

I’m curious, how 
does a watergun 
work? 

KGM and GP 


Dear KGM and 
GP, 

This is a con- 
troversial question, but here 
goes... A standard watergun 
(the kind that you might 
find at Kmart) works when 
you press the trigger, push- 
ing the water out the nozzle. 
The trigger chamber fills 
with air and it’s this air that 
pushes the water. A spring in 
the trigger chamber is 
responsible for keeping the 
trigger extended. Because 


Ask Ling About Anything 


Send questions to askling@hotmail.com 


air pressure is so 
vital in a water- 
gun, you should 
judge a water- 
gun’s quality by 
the air-tightness 
of the seal. It’s a 
pretty simple 
mechanism that 
is also true for 
water guns. A 


larger 
Supersoaker works the same 
way, only there’s a lot more 
pressure because you contin- 
uously pump air in. 


Dear Ling, 
So who won Killer this year any- 
way ? 


Look, It’s Not Good to 
play Killer. You could get in 
trouble. 


Stuy Needs Teacher Evaluations 


By JEFF DELAUTER 


Teachers evaluate stu- 
dents every marking period 
with grades, but students sel- 
dom get the chance to evalu- 
ate their teachers. 
Stuynet.com creator Gary He 
established an online forum 
in which students could post 
comments about their teach- 
ers. Unfortunately, some stu- 
dents abused this privilege by 
posting sophomoric and irrel- 
evant comments. 

It is also regrettable that 
He has been threatened by 
teachers with lawsuits for 
libel. Rather than con- 
fronting a high school junior, 
perhaps the offended teach- 
ers could differentiate 
between libel and construc- 
tive criticism. For the most 
part, the comments in the 
evaluations were germane. 
The few immature remarks 
were not representative of the 
majority of the postings. 
Teachers should also recog- 
nize that there is a demand 
for teacher evaluations. 

Even if the administra- 
tion established an internal- 
ized teacher evaluation sys- 
tem, the demand would not 
be met. 

This evaluation system 
would most likely entail 
teachers distributing forms 
for student comments at the 
end of the term. Teachers 
could improve their instruc- 
tion based upon the com- 


SO T OPTED FOR SOHETHING 
LESS CONTROVERSIAL 
OW WAIT.» SRRHHK --- HERE 


We comes! HE'LL 
KNOW WHAT HITS HIM. 


ments submitted in these 
evaluations. But a system of 
this kind would not fulfill the 
purpose and attraction of the 
stuynet.com teacher evalua- 
tions: students offering other 
students their opinions of 
teachers’ abilities. 

Libel is a false written 
statement which injures an 
individual by disgracing him 
or her. Comments were post- 
ed anonymously on 
stuynet.com, so it would be 
impossible to prosecute the 
libelers themselves. Gary He 
is a publisher of information, 
which according to recent 
internet libel cases, should 
make him liable for all 
libelous statements found on 
stuynet.com. 

In his May 21 posting on 
stuynet.com, He wrote that 
“we are no longer confident 
about the appropriateness or 
usefulness of hosting a virtual 
bathroom wall.” With the cre- 
ation of the teacher evalua- 
tion section of the website, 
He warned users to only con- 
tribute constructive com- 
ments. Clearly his original 
intention was to provide 
Stuyvesant students with a 
useful forum to rate their 
teachers’ performance. 

Judging from the stir 
stuynet.com has caused in the 
past month, the administra- 
tion must recognize the 
demand for teacher evalua- 
tions. 


by Phil Tatel 
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Three Stuy Teachers 
Make a Difference 


By REGINA KIPERMAN 


The New York Times pre- 
sented the 2001 “Teachers 
Who Make a Difference 
Award” to Stuyvesant teachers 
Dalia Bulgaris, Emil Lugo and 
Shannon Quinlan, who were 
nominated for the award by 
student winners of The New 
York Times College Scholar- 
ship. 

Each winner of the schol- 
arship chose one teacher for 
their teaching and mentoring 
skills. The award is a celebra- 
tion of the integral role that 
teachers have in the lives of 
their students. 

“It was a nice cap to a 32- 
year teaching career,” said 
Lugo, a retired Japanese 
teacher, who was nominated 
for the award by Mei Ying Lai. 
“It came as somewhat of a 
shock, but it was a pleasant 
surprise that outside organiza- 


tions such as the New York 
Times and the _ Revson 
Foundation have chosen to 
recognize teachers.” 

The award ceremony was 
held on Saturday, March 31 
at the Coleman Center on 7th 
Avenue. The award was 
$3,000 and a plaque honoring 
the teacher on behalf of the 
student. 

“There were many speak- 
ers who went up to talk about 
their classes and thank the 
students,” said chemistry 
teacher Bulgaris, who was 
nominated by Daniel Golceb, 
currently at Harvard. She 
added, “You spend so much 
time, and you do so much 
work, and you write recom- 
mendations for kids, and it’s a 
nice feeling when you get rec- 
ognized for it. It’s the nicest 
part of being a teacher; some- 
body appreciates you after 
all.” 


Tutor 


Spanish 
rrench 


Retired 
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212) 721-3654 


Stuyvesant Teachers Jom UFT 


in Rally for Contract 


continued from page 1 


would benefit the public 
school system as well as the 
teachers. 

“The school system is 
anticipating a lot of retire- 
ment,” said English teacher 
David Kastin. “Most experi- 
enced teachers are at a point 
where they have to make the 
decision to remain here. 
Unless we get some kind of 
compensation for what we’re 
doing, the school system will 
suffer greatly.” 

History teacher Ellen 
Schweitzer said that her friend 
Deborah Plafker, who was a 
student teacher at Stuyvesant 
last year and now teaches at 
Scarsdale High School, 
receives about twice as much 
pay per student as she does. 
“As a byproduct of crappy pay 
and a lot of work, the young 
people come and_ go,” 
Schweitzer said. 

Biology teacher John 
Orna, who stood at the out- 
skirts of the rally, theorized 
about Giuliani’s strategy. “The 
trick is to stall,” Orna said. “If 
he gives in and settles right 
away, the contract is sweeter. 
But if he stalls, and gives us a 
package deal after three years, 
it seems good, but meanwhile 
we haven’t had anything for 
two years.” 

According to Kastin, “The 
rally was a public demonstra- 
tion to the mayor, the city, 
and other political leaders of 
the importance of a contract 
and the frustration teachers 
feel. It drew attention to the 
issue and put pressure on the 
city.” 

Orna said he felt the 
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police at the rally seemed 
aware of these issues and were 
accomodating the teachers 
better than they had at past 
rallies because “they want to 
scare the mayor. They know 
that what we get, they’re 
gonna get.” 

One police officer, who 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity, said he supported 
the teachers. “The city has so 
much money, they should give 
more to teachers,” he said. 

The officer added that he 
wasn’t worried about violence 
at the rally. “Teachers? 
Teachers get violent?” he said. 
“Police officers get violent, 
not teachers.” 

Kastin said the conflict 
highlights the disagreement 
over the use of vouchers, 
which Giuliani wants to install 
in public education. 
“[Giuliani] seems to intend to 
reduce the public education- 
system through vouchers, to 
essentially increase the work- 
load in a way that is destruc- 
tive to teaching,” Kastin said. 
“This is a weakening of the 
system and an attempt to get 


more control and power.” 

Schweitzer said the debate 
also concerns merit pay. 
Traditionally, pay has been 
regulated based on profes- 
sional development and 
seniority. She said that 
Giuliani wants to modify pay 
based on the assessment of 
teachers’ merit. 

“But there is no fair way 
of assessing merit,” Schweitzer 
said. “Individualized merit pay 
could divide teachers by 
encoraging competition, not 
cooperation. What Giuliani 
wants most is individualized 
merit pay. There might a com- 
promise on schoolwide merit 
pay, where the school’s merit 
is judged overall and teachers 
are paid accordingly.” 

Heleine Soller, a teacher 
at Intermediate School 145 in 
Queens, said the rally was 
important enough to draw her 
and many others from the 
outer boroughs. “We have to 
uphold public education,” 
she said. “We have to try to get 
salary increases. We’ve fought 
for all these years.” 
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Fiery Words in Cyberspace 


continued from page 1 


“One of the most pre- 
cious things that we teachers 
have in our profession is our 
reputation,” said Simonds. 
“To have one disgruntled cus- 
tomer be able to go on and 
repeatedly flame you and 
have the ability to portray that 
one negative reaction as a 
symphony of people, that 
really distorts the value.” 

He said, “It’s possible,” 
that one individual was 
responsible for two libelous 
comments about Simonds, 
but added, “I don’t think it 
happened.” 

The criticisms of Simonds 
implied that it is easier for 
white females to earn a good 
grade in his class and more 
difficult for Asian males. 

Junior Michael Vogel said 
that Simonds addressed his 
class about the accusations, 
and examined his grade book 
for bias, which he did not 
find. 

He directed The Spectator 
to other sites he felt were far 
more flagrant and abusive 
depicting doctored photos of 
a Stuyvesant teacher in sex 
acts with a student along with 
completed homeworks for 
that teacher’s course. 
Another site featured voyeur 
pictures of a Stuyvesant stu- 
dent’s breasts. 

Math teacher John Pratt 
said that the issue of 
stuynet.com was brought up 
at the faculty meeting on 
Monday, May 21. In 
response, one faculty member 
introduced the idea of retali- 
ating to the “teacher bashing” 


by refusing to write college 
recommendations for anyone 
in the current junior class. 

“I think the adults would 
easily band together to gain 
back some level of control,” 
said Pratt of the idea. “My ini- 
tial response was ‘No,’ but if 
one year of not writing rec- 
ommendations would put this 
teacher bashing to rest, then 
I would support it.” 

“We’ve had three deroga- 
tory posts out of nearly two 
hundred,” said He. “When 
the number is that insignifi- 
cant, the problem is not in 
the site, but in the people 
posting them. We worked to 
resolve the problem with 
teachers as quickly as possible 
— when not threatened.” 

Bruce Winokur also con- 
fronted He face to face. 
“[Winokur] suggested a law- 
suit and he also suggested 
that the teachers were going 
to band together and ruin my 
college recommendation and 
stuff like that,” He said. 

Winokur would not com- 
ment on the issue of the law- 
suit, but said in response to 
the material on the site “I was 
aghast. The potential for 
abuse is tremendous, and we 
try not to be hurtful around 
here.” 

“I enjoy reading these 
teacher evaluations,” said psy- 
chology teacher Steven 
Farbstein to his seven th peri- 
od class. “Someone wrote that 
I’m cynical. I wonder where 
they got that from.” 

Gary He is uncertain 
about whether or not the 
teacher evaluations will 
return next fall. 
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Calculus Wipes Out Classes 


continued from page 1 


given in the school’s gymnasi- 
ums in 1995. “We hired 
about fifteen proctors to walk 
around amongst 300 kids in 
one gym, and 200 kids in the 
other one,” he said. 

Though a normal school 
day was possible in 1995, 
Math Department Chair 
Danny Jaye was “appalled that 
students would work so hard 
only to be placed in a situa- 
tion that was not ideal at all.” 
Jaye cited heat, poor lighting 
conditions and desks too 
inadequate to hold both the 
test booklet and a calculator 
as factors which contributed 
to the impracticality of using 
the gym as a test center. 

An alternative the school 
looked into was administering 
the AP Calculus exam outside 
of Stuyvesant. If it were to be 
proctored somewhere else, 
Satin said that he would pre- 
fer that the test center be 
within walking distance. 

“I checked into BMCC 
[Borough of Manhattan 
Community College],” said 
Satin. “They did not have a 
facility large enough. I even 
called the World Trade 
Center.” 

While administering the 
exam outside of Stuy would 
allow for a normal school day, 
some AP Calculus students 
worried that they would have 
to take the exam at an unfa- 
miliar location. 

“It’s the same reason peo- 
ple take SATs in Stuyvesant, 
even if they live in Brooklyn,” 
said senior JonAlf Dyrland- 
Weaver, who took the AP 
Calculus exam. “It’s a more 
comfortable environment. I 
wouldn’t have wanted to take 
it somewhere else.” 

What many view as anoth- 


er significant flaw in the cur- 
rent AP Calculus testing 
arrangement is the loss of 
class time. “Ironically, we’re 
missing instructional time 
that’s needed for other AP 
exams,” said Social Studies 
teacher Mel Garskof. 

The loss of just a single 
instructional day in other AP 
courses is viewed by many 
teachers as especially critical, 
because of the national 
timetable established by the 
Educational Testing Service 
(ETS). Because schools in the 
Northeast begin in Septe- 
mber, unlike those in other 
parts of the country that 
begin in August, some schools 
are placed at an arguable dis- 
advantage when AP exams are 
administered in early May. 

“We have to do all of our 
teaching six weeks or so 


Regular classes were 
cancelled on May 10, 
for the 501 students 


taking the AP Calculus 
Exam. 


before the term has ended,” 
said Garskof, “while the rest 
of the country has the full 
time for the course. Perhaps 
there should be regional test- 
ing for the northeast, or some 
other allowance made.” 

Despite criticisms of the 
testing schedule and the day 
of instruction lost, Jaye views 
these conflicts as “a small 
price we pay for the excel- 
lence of our students.” He 
said, “If we didn’t have kids 
this talented, we wouldn’t be 
taking this type of exam.” 

“Is it the best thing that 
can be done?” Satin said. 
“Well, we’re still trying.” 


Killer Lives, Despite Warnings 


continued from page 1 


They can’t suspend us for 
squirting water bottles.” 

According to Teitel, the 
game has no place in this 
school. But seniors feel enti- 
tiled to play the game that has 
been a trademark of Stuy since 
1991. 

“We’re second term 
seniors, and we need a break,” 
said one player. “The game 
really builds up our class spir- 
it, and water really isn’t that 
dangerous.” 

“The real problem is the 
name ‘Killer’,” said one of the 
first game’s organizers. 
“Students have been charged 
in townships for mentioning 
the word ‘kill’ and Teitel feels 
obligated to take a stand 
against it. The game could 
really be called ‘Water 
Flower’.” 

But Teitel said the name, 
the gambling, and the danger 
of running through Stuy’s 
concrete hallways were all 
equally disturbing to him. 

Killer is a game of hide- 
and-seek with water and 
wagers. In the first two Killers, 
seniors must pay an $8 enlist- 
ing fee, forming a lucrative 
pot. Team Killer requires a 
team of four to pay a $10 
entrance fee. The total is even- 
tually divided between the 
killer with the most kills, the 
last person standing, a player 
picked by lottery, and the 
organizing “gamemasters.” 

Players make a kill by 
squirting or pouring water on 
his or her target. The players 
search for their targets, or 
‘marks’ which are stated on an 
index card distributed prior to 
the beginning of the game. At 
the same time, the player must 
avoid a killer, who holds the 
player’s fate on a similar index 
card. The gamemasters resolve 


COLLEGE BOUND? 
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team will help you position yourself for 
the college application process. 
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student, for parents and students. 


212.964.8879 


any disputed kills that occur 
during the game. 

During an attack, two out- 
comes can occur: if the killer’s 
attack hits the body of the 
“mark,” the target’s life is over, 
and the senior signs the index 
card bearing his name. 
However, if the target can 
squirt his killer before he is 
squirted himself, his killer is 
forced into a “timeout.” The 
timeout is the most significant 
difference between the differ- 
ent Killers. While the first 
Killer had a timeout of a half 
hour, the second game has a 
stun period of four hours. “I 


wanted the game to be more 
defensive,” said the second 
game’s organizer. 

Teitel said he became par- 
ticularly concerned about the 
game when he read the 
detailed rules, which were sent 
to him in an anonymous e- 
mail. 

“The e-mail must have 
been sent because someone 
was concerned about Killer,” 
Teitel said. “I have the rules, 
and if I wanted to, I could play 
just like everyone else.” 

Though the Stuy Killer 


continued on page 7 
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continued from page 1 

Despite the countability 
of that paper trail and criti- 
cism in the fall elections for 
not releasing the vote count, 
the SU again would not give 
the breakdown of the votes. 
Rapp-Hooper called doing so 
a “self-fulfilling prophecy,” 
saying that knowledge of the 
vote counts for each candi- 
date might sway the voters’ 
decisions, when they “should 
be learning about the candi- 
dates.” 

Baer said that they were 
also kept concealed in order 
to “avoid undue stress.” 

All of the advancing tick- 
ets have campaign platforms 
full of ideas and determina- 
tion for the future. 

“We need hard workers 
and people who are fresh,” 
says Burr, one of whose cam- 
paign slogans is “Vote for 
experience and a new per- 
spective.” A few of Burr and 
Quach’s goals if elected are 
the establishment of meetings 
every other day within the SU, 
subcommittees to increase 
efficiency on various issues, 
and better communication 
between the students and the 
various subsidiaries of the SU. 
In addition, they wish to focus 
on policy changes such as the 
establishment of internship 
programs for seniors, giving 
sophomores the right to 
replace a term of drafting 
with one of computer science, 
and the old issue of exempt- 
ing sports team members 
from gym. 

The team of Hsu and Suri 
goes by the slogan “Reform, 
Accountability and 
Communication.” If elected, 
the pair plans to establish 
daily homerooms, with the 
purpose of making both SU- 
related and other announce- 


Burr and Hsu Advance 


ments. They also promise to 
release quarterly budget state- 
ments and the minutes from 
SU meetings to inform the 
Stuyvesant community of all 
financial actions undertaken 
by the SU. The two also want 
to end the appointment pro- 
cess for SU officials and 
replace it with an applications 
process. “We can make the 
SU completely different from 
what it is now,” said Hsu. 

Candidates for Senior 
Caucus Friedlander and 
Kunjappu wish to uphold cer- 
tain “Senior Rights,” such as 
the right to a memorable 
prom and senior trip. They 
also hope to facilitate com- 
munication between the stu- 
dents, the college office, the 
administration, and the SU. 
Mathai and Haque, a pair 
heavy with SU experience, 
want to provide the senior 
class with a college schedule 
including all dates and dead- 
lines that must be met. In 
addition, they wish to focus 
on such events as senior spirit 
days, a senior paintball trip, 
and a senior basketball tour- 
nament. 

Junior Caucus Candidates 
Krinsky and Hsueh expressed 
some older ideas — exempting 
sports team members from 
gym, getting the gym shorts 
policy repealed — and some 
new ones, like establishing 
teacher-student conferences 
and new entertainment 
events such as a film festival. 
Finally, Lee and Lall want to 
increase the efficiency of the 
Junior Advisory Council by 
limiting it to 15 or 20 mem- 
bers, create an e-newsletter to 
both inform students and cre- 
ate a two-way communication 
system, eliminate the gym 
shorts policy, and oppose 
block scheduling. 


CROSSWORD 


| Created By Jeff Amlin 4° 


Kimmel’s ex-partner 
41. Sultanate center 
43. Sox homes 

. Bosstones’ hit 

46.“ 


words 


47. What Congress does 
48. ISP founder Onaran 


20 21 22 


49. Ulster group : abbr. 


52. “In___ parentis” 
53. Elementary joystick? 


26 «| 27 28 29 


54. Mtn. measure 


30 31 


35 36 


38 39 


32 


gram 
58. Irish bread 


60. Member of 57-Across 
61. Satiate 


A 42 43 


44 (|45 46 


49 


. Kneelers 
Jai 


. Int'l economic pact 
. Ship dir. 


. Buyer imperative 
. Oak seed 


Across 24 
1. Hospital call 25 
5. Royal elephant 26 


. Knit 


. Vomits 
. Acorner is one 


. Like neonatal patients 
. Everything 

. Lipstick 

10.”__— non facere” 

11. Elementarily colored? 
12. Visit the salon again 


10. Inter ender? 29. * grand?” : Two words ~— 13. Chemical suffices 
14. Spirit 30. Site for slimming 18. Shoot again? 

15. School in Paris 31. Mythical 23. Important shortener 
16. Feudalistic tenure 32. Begins late? 24. Insult :Var. 

17. Elementary bust? 35. Deviates 25. Challenge 

19. Catholic calendar 36. Poe is one 26. Unpaid 

20. Refuse participation 37. Blue = 27. Token 

21. Deserve 38. Billy _ Williams 28. Elementary ranges? 
22. Metrical element 39. Minimally valued? 29. Pond floaters 


about the year...” : Two 37. 


57. Restaranteur rewards pro- 


59. Content of some envs. 
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31. Nantes output 

33. Two IVs 

34. Radius neighbor 
36. Canberra emigre 
Hebrew month 

39. Many : Two words 
40. Absolut competitor 
42. Summerhouse 

43. Blizzard originator 
44. Court Monica? 


45. Beginning of a bomb dropper 
46. Me and myself’s companion? 
48. Write all over New York? 


49. Model 

50. Second try 

to eee 
Two words 

52. Heads motive? 

54.Ore-_ 

55. North employer : abbr. 


Last Issue’s Answers 


____ of agolden sun” : 


Congratulations to Ben Igoe for being the 
first to complete last issue’s crossword. 
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Killer Lives 
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2001 Official Rules bar all 
but Stuy seniors from partici- 
pating, the best way for 
Teitel to catch anybody in 
the act might just be to play 
the game, since the winner 
in the most kills category of 
the first game said he played 
most of the game outside of 
school. 

“One senior, whom I will 
refer to as M, was a particu- 
larly skilled opponent,” he 
said. “It took me 36 hours to 
kill M, where it took me 19 
minutes to kill everyone 
else.” 

The senior said he went 
to M’s downtown workplace 
in vain because M had been 
hiding at his home. He final- 
ly unleashed his super soak- 
er’s spray on M as he walked 
down the street on his way to 
school at 8 AM, thus eliminat- 
ing him. He eventually won 
$300 for his efforts. 

“It’s troubling that some- 
body has spent a lot of time 
organizing this,” Teitel said. 
“You cannot tell me what the 
eduational value of this 
game is,” he said. 

The winner of Killer, 
who said he missed over 26 
classes because of the game, 
disagrees. “It was more edu- 
cational playing Killer,” he 
said. “In Killer you learn how 
to be stealthy.” 


The Top Ten 
Suggested Alternate 
Names For Killer 


By PAUL REYFMAN 
10. “Flower” 
9. “Survivor” 
8. “Mock Assasination” 
7. “Mr. Teitel Sucks” (Which 
would force Teitel to 
announce that “Mr. Teitel 
Sucks” is not allowed at Stuy.) 


6. “Baptismal” 

5. “Zippity Doo-Da Day” 

4. “World War HI” 

3. “Rasta Pasta” 

2. “The Reason I Haven’t Been 


To Class For The Last Two 
Weeks” 
And the number one suggested 
alternate name for Killer is... 
1. “Water Fun 2001” 


The Top Ten Most 


Empty Campaign 
Promises of Stuy 
Decision 2001 


By PAUL REYFMAN 

10. “Create a master crush list 
complete with statistics and 
organized by name.” 

9. “Open up the fifth floor 
patio.” 

8. “Official system for contest- 
ing questionable grades.” 

7. “Senior internships.” 

6. “Make all college applica- 
tions in the Student Union.” 


5. “We'll stand up to Stan.” 
4. “Free AP books.” 

3. “Uniform grading policy.” 
2: 


“Eliminate the gym require- 
ments for members of sports 
teams.” 

And the number one most 
empty campaign promise of 
Stuy Decision 2001 is... 

1. “Decrease censorship in 
The Spectator.” 
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Flashy Garb and Guitars 


Dominate the Stage 
at Stuy Talent Show 


Review By MAX WILLENS 


From 3:45 pm to 7:00 pM, the 
Murray Kahn Theater was filled with 
melody, distortion, singing, applause, 
and even Satanic barking as 35 acts 
provided some of the best and worst 
entertainment at Stuyvesant’s Fifth 
Annual Talent Show last Friday. And 
while Coordinator Danny Bloomfield 
could have been more choosy in who 
he let up onto Stuyvesant’s coveted 
stage, the show proved to be worth it 
for those who stayed for all three 
hours and fifteen minutes. 

Nearly from beginning to end, the 
show was about rock and roll. Twenty- 
two of the thirty-five acts were musical, 
offering the audience a decent variety 
of both styles and skill levels to hear. 
Newer, more obscure Stuy bands Lore, 
One Time, Misled You, Halo, and 
Pulse got to play for the first and prob- 
ably last time alongside more promi- 
nent Senior acts Now Serving #38, 
Nemesis, Atomic Martini, and the New 


Shrek: An Ogre Knight Success 


Review By TIERNEY 
AHROLD 


When a film is as enthusi- 
astically received as the newest 
DreamWorks animation Shrek 
has been, one has to ask: is 
this really such a great film, or 
is Hollywood taking a sanity 
break? In the case of Shrek, 
there is no need to fear-when 
the critics rave, they have 
every reason to. 

Shrek is the classic fairy 
tale of a knight who must save 
a princess from a fire breath- 
ing dragon and a terrible 


Mexikans. As expected, difficulties 
arose; everything from mic to amp 
trouble to an inability to stay together 
musically made a few players nervous, 
but they all soldiered through 
admirably. About the only people who 
would not tolerate difficulties or set- 
backs were those in the audience, who 
often took onstage errors or miscues as 
excuses to talk. In fact, the most con- 
sistently disappointing part of the tal- 
ent show was the audience’s behavior. 
They heckled the comedians, some- 
times left in the middle of perfor- 
mances, and in one case even tried to 
force a performer off the stage by 
applauding aggressively every time he 
began playing. However, when the 
audience liked what they saw or heard, 
they were very appreciative, showering 
the stage with applause and cheers. 
This happened most frequently with 
the solo performers, particularly Jason 
Lockheart, Will Prabhu, and COSA 
Frank Mazzetti, who stole the show 
with their skillful playing and fine voic- 


Shrek with his sidekick Donkey, with voices by Mike Myers and 


Raff Steinberg (guitar) and Vlad Gutkovich (drums) from “Now 


Jeff Orlowski / The Spectator 


Serving #38.” John Gillan, Chris Granger, Ada Ng, Sarah Green 


¥ and Katie Davenport sing acapella at the Talent Show on May 
25. 


es. Other crowd favorites included a 
sophomore dance couple who, upon 
being introduced, were met with fear- 
ful and annoyed groans that, almost as 
soon as the dance began, turned to 
wild cheers and squeals of adoration 
and praise as the pair flew nimbly 
across the stage. 

Somewhere in between these two 
extreme reactions lay those that came 
during the Fashion Show, which began 
about two thirds of the way through 
the evening. As the models strolled 
from stage right to center stage, struck 
poses, then strutted off, the audience 
remained silent and confused, unsure 
of when to clap, or even if they were 


Ov TORNNY, T 
WISH NOy DIDN'T 


Photo by PDI/DreamWorks 


spell. There’s just one catch: 
the knight is an ogre who 
doesn’t want anything to do 
with the whole business. 
Needless to say, this goes 
against everything the imagi- 
native but repressed princess 
has ever dreamed up for her 
valiant rescuer. 

The story gets even 
stranger. There’s the evil Lord 
Farquaad, whose quest to rid 
himself of all the fairy tale 
creatures in his kingdom 
clashes with Shrek’s (voiced 
by Mike Myers in his famous 
Scottish accent) quest to be 
left alone. When his house is 
invaded by the “relocated” 
creatures, including the hilari- 
ous but slightly irritating 
Donkey (his eventual sidekick, 
voiced by Eddie Murphy), 
Shrek takes his case to the 
Lord. The Lord sends him to 
rescue the princess Fiona 
(Farquaad’s ticket to becom- 
ing a King) in exchange for 
evacuation of his swamp. In 
the end, the beautiful princess 
Fiona (voiced by Cameron 
Diaz) overcomes her ideas of 
how “it’s all supposed to be” 
and finds out where beauty 
really lies. The surprise end- 


Eddie Murphy. 


ing does not leave the unful- 
filling taste that animated 
films often create. 

Shrek is definitely a film 
for young adults. Although 
kids will love the antics of 
Donkey and the myriad of col- 
orful characters, it takes a 
slightly more mature view- 
point to truly appreciate this 
movie. The “nudge-nudge” 
jokes are fast and furious. In 
one scene, Robin Hood and 
his Merry Men sing, “He loves 
the ladies/He doesn’t do it to 
be paid/Mostly he does it to 
be...Liked!” Parents won’t be 
covering their kids’ ears, but 
in the DreamWorks tradition, 
there are more jokes for older 
members of the audience. 

The mildly racy jokes 
aren’t the only hidden tidbits. 
Disney fans will recognize 
countless spoofs on both 
Eisner, Disney’s CEO, and the 
Disney legacy. Farquaad’s 
royal town of Duloc is a satire 
of Disneyland, down to the 
admission lines and “It’s a 
Small World” dolls. Jeffrey 
Katzenberg, the head of 
DreamWorks, worked for 


Disney until he decided to 
start his own production com- 
pany. Katzenberg’s satirical 
ribbing of his former employ- 
ees is subtle and tasteful; how- 
ever, his highly acclaimed film 
itself is a threat to Disney’s 
animation monopoly. 

DreamWorks’ animation 
is visually very pleasing and 
clean. The firm’s foothold in 
the ink brush-dominated 
industry of animation is 
strong and only strengthened 
by “Shrek.” The talent in both 
animation and vocals is 
superb—every character man- 
ages to take on life in only 89 
minutes. Even the music 
track, which includes hit 
songs like Smash Mouth’s 
“Allstar” and “Now I’m a 
Believer”—is well created and 
magnificently supported in 
the film’s few “bridges.” 

“Shrek,” albeit zany and 
unconventional, is a fabulous 
film for almost every audi- 
ence. It is great fun to find 
out why Shrek (German for 
“terror”) is striking terror into 
the hearts of the Disney exec- 
utives. 


supposed to at all. The occasional 
whistle or scream surfaced when a 
model with friends in the audience 
came out, but the audience mostly 
remained quiet for most of it. 

Three hours is a long time to sit 
and watch anything, especially any- 
thing as unprofessional as a high 
school talent show. Even with a five 
minute time limit on every act, the 
crowd that first packed the theater 
quickly dwindled. This is unfortunate, 
because some of the talents put on dis- 
play on Friday were truly deserving of 
their time before an audience so large 
and so appreciative. Hopefully, next 
year, those get more than five minutes. 


U-Haul: by Alison Shapiro 


T KNow, BABY, ME 
TOO. BUT YOu HERRD 
WHAT MWS. LEVINE SA\D- 
TF T WANT TO GO TO 
UkevAzD, E'M GONNA 

HAVE TO Move TO 


Additional Topics in 
Trigonometry 


By Alison Shapiro 


Today in class we try our hand at graphs 

of spirals, and I pick it up so fast 

that sparks fly from my pen as I assign 

values to y. My lines loop fluidly, tangentially, 
my vectors are flawless, my scalars are hot. 

I’m so cool I’m polar. Parabolic, parametric, 
Cartesian, Archimedial, save a seat 

for me at MIT, watch out Pre Cal, you’re history. 


I get it wrong, again, we’re back in real life now, 
last seat, last row, I sit and doodle, try to add 

the sum of our two names inside a heart. What if, 
as a pick up line, instead of “What’s your sign” 

he asked for cosine? If I was zero, 

I’d say one, and we’d make out behind the abacus. 
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From Bikes to Beamers 


By DANIEL VIZZINI 


“My life is pretty drab,” 
said Band Director Dr. Ray 
Wheeler. Other motorists 
might disagree as he speeds 
by in his 2000 BMW Z3 con- 
vertible. 

Whether by sports car, 
bike, or skateboard, some 
Stuyvesant teachers and stu- 
dents manage to avoid the bus 
fumes and crowded trains that 
often characterize public 
transportation. 

Cars are commonplace 
among members of the 
Stuyvesant faculty, but many 
say that gridlock is not much 
better than straphanging. 
Wheeler does not seem to 
mind, as he proudly speaks of 
his car, originally made 
famous by the 1995 James 
Bond flick, GoldenEye. This lus- 
cious, silver, two-seat convert- 
ible with bulging fenders and 
sculpted sheet metal bespeaks 
more of a rap star than a clas- 
sical musician. Wheeler 
insists that the car is not the 
manifestation of a mid-life cri- 
sis and denies any James Bond 
fantasies. He said he simply 
needs a small car to shuttle 
around in, and the Z3 hap- 
pens to coincide with his love 
of sports cars. 

Another proud BMW 
owner is Math _ teacher 


Abbie Zamcheck / The Spectator 


Mr. D’Alleva on his BMW R1100GS. 


A Knight’s Tale: Jousting, 


Review By 
BLAKE MARKS LANDRO 


If the idea of a medieval 
jousting movie set to classic 
rock songs like “We Will Rock 
You” bothers you, forget this 
movie and rent a foreign film. 
But if this does appeal to you, 
put down your review books, 
grab some popcorn, and pre- 
pare for a wacky two hours. A 
Knight’s Tale, starring Heath 
Ledger, provides for sound 
entertainment, clever 
moments, and an escape from 
traditional period pieces, 
despite some serious flaws. 

Heath Ledger plays 
William, a poor squire who 
attempts to change his destiny 
by becoming a knight, a posi- 
tion reserved for nobility. 
Upon the death of his master 
in the middle of a jousting 
match, William | secretly 
assumes his role and success- 
fully wins the match. He then 


CS fa= oF 
Dr. Wheeler travels in style in 


his BMW Z3. 


Daniel Vizzini / The Spectator 


Michael D’Alleva. Like 
Wheeler’s Z3, his R1100GS 
only has two seats; unlike the 
convertible, it also has only 
two wheels. This massive 
motorcycle, complete with 
auxiliary lights and a storage 
box hanging from its rear, 
looks capable of crossing the 
Sahara. Only its large pink 
Board of Ed parking pass 
reveals its true life. 

According to D’Alleva, 
“For every 15 seconds riding a 
motorcycle, you spend 14.9 
checking everything to make 
sure you're safe.” The thrill of 
the remaining 0.1 seconds is 
spent “screaming for joy,” he 
said, making it all worthwhile 
for him. 

A more _— grassroots 
method of transit is evident 
under the West-side stairs of 
the TriBeCa Bridge, where 
several bicycles are almost 
always chained to the metal 
railing. Stuyvesant bicyclists 
consist of a few teachers, 
including Math _ teacher 
Richard Gellar, who rides his 
Trek 750 six and a half miles 
each way “for the exercise and 
enjoyment.” 

Security is an issue for 


convinces his friends Roland 
(Mark Addy) and Wat (Alan 
Tudyk) to continue the cha- 
rade and this leads them to 
great success, wealth, the 
world championships, and 
even true nobility. 

This medieval action 
romance set in 14th Century 
Europe marries a typical story 
line to an out-of-place rock 
music background. The 
entire movie plays to an 
anachronistic beat. However, 
due to a playful and silly sup- 
porting cast that includes a 
bankrupt, gambling Geoffrey 
Chaucer (Paul Bettany), the 
one and only female black- 
smith from the Middle Ages 
named Kate (Laura Fraser), 
and Mr. Ledger’s love interest 
Jocelyn (Shannyn Sossamon), 
the movie keeps the viewer’s 
interest and knows how to 
laugh at itself. 

The success of A Knight’s 
Tale lies in its youthful appeal. 
The action scenes mixed with 


Stuyvesant bicyclists. Left 
unattended in the open for 
several hours, bikes can be 
prey for thieves and vandals. 
Locked up outside, “Only the 
crappy bikes survive,” says 
senior Ed Hourigan, another 
bicycle commuter. 

Skateboarders have no 
problem bringing their wheels 
into the building. Senior 
Mike Armstrong said, “I like 
having it around in the SU.” 
For Armstrong, riding a board 
is practical as well as enjoy- 
able. Last term, “I had a zero 
period and riding a skate- 
board took five minutes off 
my trip,” he said. 

Senior Paul Guirguis 
skateboards to and from the 
subway simply because he 
“thought about walking and it 
seemed like a tremendous 
effort.” 

Regardless of the motiva- 
tion from a “crappy bike” or 
an exotic sports car, as long as 
they keep running, some stu- 
dents and teachers can be ass- 
sured never to hear the crack- 
le of the voice of a subway 
conductor warning passengers 
to “Stand clear of the closing 
doors.” 


Stuy Poets Stand Tall at City 
College Poetry Festival 


By MAX WILLENS 


On May 16, twenty poets 
left Stuyvesant’s halls and 
boarded a 1/9 train on the 
way to the 29th Annual City 
College Poetry Festival, where 
seniors Julia Brown, Alex 
Fishman, and Tara Lohr read 
poems that had won them 
First Prize, Third Prize, and 
an Honorable Mention 
respectively. The other six- 
teen poets, along with poetry 
workshop teacher Douglas 
Goetsch, came to the ceremo- 


ing. It says something about 
Stuy,” commented first place 
winner Julia Brown. Brown’s 
poem, titled “To Die,” is a 
chilling piece about Jews in 
the Holocaust that possesses a 
maturity and perception that 
is rarely found in a high 
school, even Stuyvesant. 
However, Brown attributes 
this quality found both in her 
work as well as the work of 
her colleagues to be some- 
thing other than raw talent. “I 
think that reading is impor- 
tant in learning how to write,” 


ny to show Brown said. 

support for Seniors Julia Brown Tara Lohr, 
their victori- ‘ : whose _ piece 
ous colleagues Alex Fishman, and Tara) «son g of 
and also to [Lohr wond First Prize, Myself” is her 
hear a variety : : own version of 
of poems from Third Prize, and an Walt = Whit- 
thirty-nine Honorable Mention, man’s celebrat- 
other high respectively ed piece of the 


school authors 


same title, con- 


and those of 
two published poets, 
Cornelius Eady and Grace 
Schulman. 

The Festival gave out 
twenty-four awards for poems 
written in English. There was 
one prize for First Place, two 
for Second Place, three for 
Third Place, and eighteen 
Honorable Mentions. 
Eighteen separate prizes were 
awarded for works in foreign 
languages ranging from 
Spanish to Swedish. While 
Brooklyn Tech won the most 
awards overall, Stuyvesant 
took more high-ranking 
awards than other school. 

“T think that’s pretty excit- 


firms Brown’s 
point. But Lohr has her own 
philosophy on what makes a 
good writer. “You should 
write every day to see what 
your strong suits are. I also 
think that having a teacher to 
help guide my writing helped 
me to recognize when my 
writing was strong,” Lohr said, 
referring to Goetsch, who is 
currently teaching her for the 
second time. 

Given this combination of 
personal determination and 
guidance, it is hardly surpris- 
ing that Stuyvesant managed 
to add to its already impres- 
sive list of achievements in the 
field of poetry. 


Want to read Julia’s, Alex’s, and Tara’s poems? 

Or how about a preview of the Spring Comedy? 

Want to read the review of the Spring Concert? 
Then check out the Spectator Online at: 


http://www.stuyspectator.org 


Medieval Romance, and Rock-n-Roll 


the forbidden love story would 
appeal to any teenager, male 
or female. Teenage appeal is 
further enhanced by Mr. 
Ledger and Ms. Sossamon’s 
good looks. Furthermore, the 
actors deliver their lines with 
great ease, especially Mr. 
Bettany. Although the concept 
of Geoffrey Chaucer actively 
participating in the life of a 
squire like William is a bit of a 
stretch, it provides for some 
extremely funny monologues, 
as well as a number of puns 
referring to the life and work 
of Chaucer. Such talent on 
the part of the actors provides 
for a more comfortable and 
enjoyable viewing experience. 

Unfortunately, the movie 
does miss on a few notes. The 
rock music background clearly 
does not fit in with the genre 
of the film. Although inten- 
tionally placed in the movie by 
Brian Hegelland, the film’s 
director/producer and screen- 
writer, it does feel awkward 


and serves merely as water- 
cooler fodder. On the night 
of the ball, we find them danc- 
ing to David Bowie’s “Golden 
Years” and skipping around 
the dance floor in a routine 
very atypical of the time peri- 
od. The set design, cine- 
matography and editing, espe- 
cially in the first few minutes, 
leave a lot to be desired. The 
jousting sequences, though 
exciting, tend to become a lit- 
tle repetitive. There are only 
so many times one can enjoy a 
man being bludgeoned with a 
lance. Instead, the movie 
could have chosen to focus on 
the sword fighting scenes rem- 
iniscent of the movie Gladiator. 
Lastly, the costumes and 
makeup, especially Jocelyn’s, 
seemed out of place and of a 
later time period—the 1980’s 
for example. 

The strongest aspect of 
the film was its theme. Asa 
child, William, who is extreme- 
ly poor, aspires to become a 


Heath Ledger as the knight in 
shining armor, William. 


knight. He wishes that he 
could ‘change his stars.’ His 
father makes the ultimate sac- 
rifice and gives William away 
in the hopes of changing his 
fate. While the movie missed 
in some of its attempts to get 
the message across, it simply 
wanted its viewers to realize 
that anything is attainable. 
What more can you ask for 
from a medieval action 
romance? 
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Boys’ Track Wins 
Third Straight 
Borough Title 


By PETER YOON 


On a day when conditions 
were far from ideal, with cold 
temperatures and a chance of 
possible rain, the boys’ track 
team came to Clinton High 
School and took home yet 
another Borough Champion- 
ship. Some members said it 
was the worst possible day to 
run, but they knew that excus- 
es couldn’t be made because 
they were the favorites com- 
ing in. 

“We’ve won every 
Borough and that’s the way 
it’s gonna be,” said a confi- 
dent Danny Huang as the 
meet began. The team posed 
and strutted before the com- 
petition, looking playful 
rather than serious, but when 
it came time to run, all the 
work and effort of the season 
seemed to pay off. In the 
4x100 meter relay, Stuyvesant 
looked impressive as they 
took first and third place. In 
a close race, the A-team (Nick 
Oxenhorn, Ting Tu, Kenneth 
Lee, Yu Tak Ting) managed 
to win with a time of 46.8. 

Speedster Nick 
Oxenhorn quickly built a 
commanding lead while Yu 
Tak Ting looked dominant as 
the anchor. “Primetime and 
the Funky Bunch ran fast, 
passed well, and rocked 
Boroughs,” said Oxenhorn as 
he went to rest after the race. 
Oxenhorn competed in the 
100-meter run as well. He 
took second place with a time 
of 11.6, but could have very 
well taken first. He was put 
in a slow heat, making it hard 
for him to pace himself. 

Also in the 4x100, 
Freeman Field and Danny 
Huang ran strong races for 
the B-Team. The four runners 
were Hernandez, Field, 
Taylor, and Huang, who fin- 
ished in third place with a 
time of 48.3. 

In the distance events, 
Stuyvesant fared just as well. 
In the 3200-meter run, 
Tushar Gurjal, arguably the 
most talented runner on the 
team, ran a 10:40 and took 
second place. In the 1600- 
meter run, Gurjal ran a 4:53.6 
and finished in first. He took 


Princeton Review is ROx0Or 


Test taking tips: 
*Bring a #2 pencil 


*Dont poke fluffy § 


EDAY: Priaceton Review? by Fyaa Muir 
i ao” 


command early in the race 
and quickly built up a big 
lead, simply demolishing his 
opponents. 

The 4x800 and 4x400 fol- 
lowed. In the 4x800, which 
was extremely close, captain 
Darren Goldner, Kyle 
Newman, Eugene Borukhov, 
and Josh Livingstone com- 
bined for a time of 9:29.5, 
which was good enough for 
first place. Borukhov gave a 
strong performance to take 
the lead at the end of his leg 
while Josh Livingstone 
anchored for the win. 

When it came time for 
the 4x400, the team was left 
with a huge dilemma as star 
runner David Shaw couldn’t 
compete becasue of fatigue. 
He had run the 400 meter 
extremely hard and over- 
worked himself. The new A- 
team joined forces and the 
meet began. Yu Tak Ting 
and Damani Taylor built an 
early lead, but during the 
third leg the team fell to sec- 
ond. Kenneth Lee took back 
the lead, but during the last 
50-meters he simply ran out 
of steam. The team finished 
in second with a time of 
3:51.5. 

In the field events, 
Clifford Emmanuel stole the 
show in the high jump. He 
set a new personal high of 
64”, his primary goal coming 
into the meet. “I’m very 
happy with what I did at 
Boroughs,” said Emmanuel. 
“It’s a good indicator of what 
I'll do at cities.” Emmanuel 
easily took first with the little 
competition at the meet, 
while Harrison Newman 
placed second with a jump of 
5’4”. Newman finished sec- 
ond in the triple jump with a 
jump of 3879”. 

The Boroughs were not 
much of a challenge for the 
boys’ track team. They pro- 
duced quantity as well as qual- 
ity, and the team simply 
destroyed the competition to 
take home another champi- 
onship for the school. The 
cities are next. Although 
only a few members of the 
team will be competing, 
sometimes less can be more. 


; The SAT is an 
infinitely un-insur- 
mountable opponent 
filled with oodles of 
obstacles to be over- 
come. There are 
myriad methods of 
grappling these 


pencil 


Men of Steele Mangled 
in Quarterfinals 


By MOEUN SON 


The Boys’ Volleyball 
team’s goal at the beginning 
of this year’s season was to get 
past the quarterfinals, where 
they faltered last year. This 
goal seemed within their 
reach when they finished the 
season undefeated. However, 
after their loss against John F. 
Kennedy High, the Men of 
Steele was forced to pack their 
bags early once again. 

Before the loss’ to 
Kennedy, the Men of Steele 
had been looking sharp, with 
victories over Manhattan 
Center and Bronx Science. In 
both games, many key players 
stepped up to play inspired 
games. Victor Yun was consis- 
tently set up for kills and hits 
by Fan Yang, Daniel Yeoun, 
and Alex Vitkalov. Nelson 
Park and Daniel “Horace” Lee 
were unhesitant in digging for 
tough balls. The teamwork 
was tight and the communica- 
tion was audible. The loss to 
Kennedy, especially a two- 
match sweep, was a shock to 
the Men of Steele, losing 15- 
13 and 15-9. According to 
Coach Steele, “Gaining an 


early lead in a match is essen- 
tial.” The Men of Steele sim- 
ply didn’t do this, and never 
had the opportunity to even 
the score. 

This year’s team had all 
the components necessary to 
be a strong competitor. It 
had skill, size, determination, 


The loss to Kennedy, a 
two-match sweep, was 
a shock to the Men 
of Steele. 


and most importantly, team 
spirit. The only factor the 
players ever seemed to lack 
was focus, which was the cause 
of this unexpected loss. It was 
not uncommon for the Men 
of Steele to fall apart without 
warning in the middle of 
games. Illegal carries, missed 
free balls, and weak serves 
began to surface. The Men of 
Steele had their longest lapse 
of the season, at exactly the 
wrong time. Coach Steele 
said, “It’s scary when the team 
starts to lose focus because 
when there is a lack of con- 


centration. There is no possi- 
ble way to win.” 

In previous games, the 
Men of Steele had found ways 
to pull out victories, but 
today’s game was a bit differ- 
ent. A team like John F. 
Kennedy is not at the same 
level as Staten Island Tech or 

Tottenville, whom the Men 
of Steele have already faced 
this year. However, the play- 
ers seemed completely out of 
sync and once again failed to 
play to their full potential. 
According to starter 
Daniel Yeoun, “The team 
could have done a lot better. 
We could’ve beaten them.” 
Whether it was the fact that 
many of the players were 
exhausted after participating 
in the Princeton Tournament 
on March 19, or that their 
playing was “off,” the team- 
work and focus was too slug- 
gish for them to have a 
chance of pulling off a playoff 
victory. 

One lapse of focus and 
communication was enough 
to send the Men of Steele 
home for good, unable to get 
past the quarterfinals for the 
second season in a row. 


MIMBAS SHUTOUT BEACON 


Go Undefeated In Manhattan Division 


continued from page 12 


Winning however, would 
boost everyone’s spirit, giving 
the Mimbas a mental edge as 
they enter the seasons home 
stretch. In his halftime 
speech, Coach Phil Fisher said 
of his teams 2-0 lead, “We 
haven’t proven our point yet. 
We have to win by more than 
two. Score six [goals] and Pll 
shut up.” 

The Mimbas have final- 
ized their lineup after almost 
an entire season of players 
who seemed to wind up in a 
different place each game. 
Chloe Weber has become the 
teams number one goalie, 
starting most games, and 
being replaced by Nina 
Koukharenko usually in the 
later stages of the game. 
Amalia della Paolera and 
Rachel Pecker can switch 
between center defense and 
sweeper. Kara Benson plays 
center midfield, controlling 


Fidune adamantly advocate 
the “inner-outer method" 
method in which one embarks 
at the very hub of the problem 
and circumnavigates it until 
finished. The other method- 


P fluffy bunn 


Kara Benson in a game against Beacon on May 16. 
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the soccer field. Anna 
Teytelman alternates between 
right and left forward. Joanna 
Adamezak and Adriana Diaz 
rotate on the other side. 
Robin Kachka plays the one 
position that has been hers 
since the beginning of the 
year, center forward. 


With another undefeated 
season in the Manhattan divi- 
sion, the Mimbas once again 
must face the teams that beat 
them in the preseason. Staten 
Island Tech and Tottenville 
loom in the distance, but the 
Mimbas have to focus on get- 
ting there first. 


Princeton . re 


Yeah, so you're asking us to pay you 


upwards of $900 for you to show us 


how to pencil in some little bubbles? 


English am Hard 


-Pie Charts 


a 


Say, you havent taken this © 


y \ course before have you? / 
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Sports 


DYNAMIC DUO 


IN HAN KANG 


JESSE TUCKER 


continued from page 12 


Presidential Scholar 
Nominee, which is given out 
to all of the students with a 
1600 SAT score. Kang was 
also Junior Class President in 
the 1999-2000 school year. 

Compared to his accom- 
plishments as a student, one 
would think his baseball 
statistics would be hardly 
astonishing. However, from 
the leadoff spot in the 
Hitmen lineup, he hit .438 
while racking up 16 runs and 
16 stolen bases over the regu- 
lar season. Pitching every 
other game for the Hitmen, 
he compiled a 4-0 record 
with one save and a stingy 
2.63 ERA. “He’s a good 
pitcher and doesn’t walk a 
lot of batters,” said teammate 
Jesse Tucker, who makes up 
the other half of the rota- 
tion. “I definitely feel confi- 
dent with him on the 
mound.” 

Last season, according to 
In Han, his focus was almost 
exclusively on his studying, 
and he rode the pine for 
most of the games. He 
worked hard in the off-sea- 
son to improve his game, 
and came back to help the 
Hitmen tie for second place 
in their division this season. 
In Han is used as both a 
pitcher and an infielder 
(shortstop or third base). He 
has no preferences, and “just 
plays what the coaches tell 
him to,” said Kang. “I 
wouldn’t be disappointed at 
all if I couldn’t pitch during 
the playoffs.” 

“In Han will probably 
play infield at the college 
level,” said Coach Matt 
Hahn. Hahn also said that 
while Tucker will start the 
first playoff game for the 
Hitmen, In Han will be the 
starter if the Hitmen advance 
to the second round. Both 
Coach Hahn and Coach 
David Velkas admire the way 
he balances his academics 
and his athletic skills. After 
trying to decide between 
attending Yale or MIT, he 
admitted that the fact that 
Yale gets most of their base- 
ball players through scholar- 
ships led him to choose MIT, 
where he will try out for the 
baseball team. 

In Han says, “As long as 
you try hard, there’s a time 
to play baseball and a time to 
study.” He has obviously 
been trying hard. 


continued from page 12 


been stellar on the mound 
this season. He boasts a 3.32 
ERA and an astounding 53:9 
strikeout-to-walk ratio. He 
has a fastball good enough to 
overpower opposing hitters, 
and the curveball to scare 
them out of the batters box. 
Batting in the number three 
hole, he is also the number 
one slugger for the Hitmen, 
tacking up a .511 batting 
average, a .778 slugging per- 
centage, 16 runs scored, 18 
RBI’s, and eight stolen bases. 

Tucker will start on the 
mound in the Hitmen’s first 
playoff game this year. This 
is Tucker’s third and last 
year on Varsity, and it is 
important for him to lead his 
team as deep into the play- 
offs as they can go. With 
Chris Beattie—who has been 
a star for the last two years 
on Varsity—sidelined with an 
injury, Tucker has picked up 
the slack, “proving that 
Stuyvesant can be tough in 
the playoffs” said Coach Matt 
Hahn. 

Tucker shares the honor 
of team co-captain with 
Beattie. While In Han Kang 
is the vocal leader, Tucker 
leads by example. He 
attributes this to the fact that 
he just isn’t a vocal person in 
the dugout. He doesn’t show 
any emotion out on the 
mound, which he thinks 
helps him as a pitcher. The 
only emotion Tucker has 
really recently shown is a gri- 
mace, caused by a jammed 
index finger on his pitching 
hand. But in that game 
where he jammed his finger, 
he was able to pitch five 
innings and give up two 
earned runs with seven 
strikeouts and only one walk. 
Tucker will attend the 
University of Delaware next 
year where he is confident 
that he is a shoe in for the 
baseball team. Hahn says 
that he “will really blossom 
in college, when he gets to 
work with a pitching coach.” 

Before he goes on to 
pitch at Delaware though, he 
will have to focus on leading 
Stuyvesant to a first round 
playoff win. Hitmen fans can 
only hope that Tucker does 
‘OK’ (by his standards), 
because to everyone else, 
‘OK might be a brilliant per- 
formance. 


Elite Academy 


"Elite is all the preparation I needed for the PSAT" i 
Anjali Dogra, 2400 PSAT 1600 SA’ 
"Thank You. You helped me get into college." 
Sung Min Cho, Harvard University 
"The teachers are caring and become your mentors as well." 
Jenifer Lee, Stuyvesant HS 
"Elite inspires you to sit down and hit the books. There are so 
many success stories coming out of Elite that you think, if 


they can do it, so can I." 


Sid Bothra, 16 


136-56 39 Ave, 4 Fl. 
Flushing, NY 11354 
TEL: (719) 358-3432 


E-DAY: KNOWING THE PLATFORMS ty ryan muir 


Wow, handing out all these election 
flyers sure is tiring,., Wanna help 
me hand them out? 


No way, lm supporting that hot girl 
and the guy with those cool pens. 


How could you possibly support her? 
What about her PLATFORMS? 


..yeah i guess 6 Inch platforms are 
a little excessive 
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Peaches Clinch Division Title 


continued from page 12 
fielder led off and reached 
first base on an error, which 
was followed by a single by 
their shortstop. Two outs 
later, their starting pitcher 
homered, making the score 
12-5. This prevented the 
mercy rule from ending the 
game early, and a sixth inning 
was now necessary. 

In the top of the sixth, 
Stuy got back the three runs 
that Bergtraum had scored. 
With two outs, Stuy’s Jenna 
Paleski and Ginger Norling 
drew back-to-back walks. 
They scored on Hedderson’s 


base-clearing double, who 
later scored on a single by 
Kerri Anderson. 

If Bergtraum had scored 
in the bottom of the sixth, the 
game would have been pro- 
longed. With one out, their 
third baseman got on base 
with a single. However, the 
next two batters grounded 
out, and the game was over, 
ending with a final score of 
15-5. 

“Bergtraum is a very good 
team,” said shortstop, Stallard, 
“but we were prepared for 
them. We worked very hard 
and we really deserve the 


number one seed in 
Manhattan Division I.” 

“Every team member lived 
up to their expectations and 
they all delivered, giving us 
the title ‘Division Champs,’” 
said coach Anetta Luczak. 

Stuyvesant played a great 
game, with the exception of a 
few minor mishaps on the 
field. These errors could 
hurt more in the playoffs but 
their overall performance was 
solid. Their first playoff 
game will be against 
Townsend Harris High School 
on Tuesday, May 22. 


Sports Bytes 
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Washington. Finishing the 
season strongly is “very 
important to the team,” said 
coach Matt Hahn, “because it 
will strengthen our playoff 
seed.” 

With In Han Kang and 
Jesse Tucker leading the way, 
the Hitmen have flourished, 
beating every team in their 
division, except for George 
Washington, at least once. 
Says Hahn, “We’ll just take it 
one game at a time.” 


GOLF: Can Anyone 
Compete? 


By STANLEY FANG 


In their first season, the 
Stuyvesant golf team, now 
called the Swingers, has dom- 
inated their division. They 
easily defeated all of their 
opponents, playing so domi- 
nantly that only one player 
lost a match the entire year. 
The golf team finished their 
first season with an undefeat- 
ed 7-0 record. The most 
anticipated match over the 
course of the season was 
against Bronx Science, whom 
they shut out five matches to 
zero. “I feel that everyone 
put so much into this season 
and to their games. It was 
great seeing all the hard work 
pay off,” said co-captain 
Oliver Horowitz. 

The borough champi- 
onships take place on 
Thursday, May 24th, where 
the Swingers might find their 
first challenge of the year: 
something they’ve been look- 
ing for, and as of now, 
haven’t been able to find. 


GIRLS’ OUTDOOR 
TRACK: Place Second 
At Borough’s 


By AMALIA DELLA 
PAOLERA 


The Stuyvesant girls’ out- 
door track team set out this 
season striving for one thing 
in particular, placing second 
in the borough, which is one 
better than what their indoor 
track counterparts had done 
in the winter season. 
However, beating AP Randolf 
was never thought of as a pos- 
sibility. Randolf dominates 
the borough annually with 
the presence of club team 
runners. Washington Irving 
was their target, with the Stuy 
track team knowing that it 
would be them that they 
would fight for for second 
place. 

The Manhattan 
Boroughs took place on May 
17. In the 3000M run, fresh- 
man Naomi Reynolds and 
sophomore Elizabeth Behl 
came in first and third, with 
times of 11:17 and 11:32, 
respectively. In the 100M hur- 
dles, captain Betty Yung lead 
a third to sixth place sweep, 
accomplishing the feat of 
placing every runner below 
an 18.9 second clip. In the 
800M race, Emma Coultrap- 
Bagg and Michele Hirsch 
placed fourth and sixth 
respectively. Katie Gibbons 
came in fifth in race walking 
with a time of 10:15. In the 
1500M run, all who entered 
came in with times under 
seven minutes, some running 
under six, with Stuyvesant 
runners clinching first, fifth 
and sixth places. The 4x8 


relay teams came in first and 
fifth, with times of 11:19 and 
12:08, and one of the 4x400 
relay teams came in fourth, 
with a combined time of 4:40. 
Stuy also took fourth place in 
both the high jump and the 
shot put. 

The girls track team 
came out of the borough 
championships with their 
mission accomplished, edg- 
ing out Washington Irving, 
and taking second overall in 
the borough championships. 


GIRLS’ HANDBALL: 

First Round Loss To 

Bronx Science Ends 
Season 


By ERIN JOU 


After playing only one 
meet in the playoffs on May 
9, school rival Bronx Science 
eliminated their girls’ hand- 
ball team. Stuy had not faced 
Science at all this year before 
this match, and were unpre- 
pared for Science’s attack.. 

Bronx Science won the 
meet 4-1. Co-Captain Ha- 
Ming Ong was the only Stuy 
player to win her game, 
doing so by a score of 21-1. 
Vivian Wen lost her second 
singles match 21-14. Co- 
Captain Lisa Chen lost her 
third singles match 21-1. The 
first doubles team, made up 
of Dana Tong and Jenny 
Tang lost a hard-fought 
match 21-17, while the sec- 
ond doubles team, made up 
of Winnie Poon and Jessica 
Tsang lost 21-14. 

“They are a good team. It 
was a good game,” said Chen. 
“It was fun.” 
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" JESSE TUCKER 


By JACOB SMITH 


IN HAN KANG is the 
epitome of the term “student 
athlete.” He is not only the 
leadoff hitter and second half 
of the rotation for the 
Stuyvesant Hitmen, but an 
exemplary student as well. His 
resume for MIT, where he will 
be attending college next 
year, was filled to the brim 
with scholastic achievements. 
Among them are: being a 
member of the Debate team, 
being captain of the Math 
Team, being a National Merit 
Winner, and being a 


JESSE TUCKER’s analy- 
sis of his pitching this season 
is as follows: he believes he’s 
leaving the ball over the plate 
too much, needs to hit the 
corners better, and is making 
too many mistakes in his 
pitch selection. When look- 
ing at his regular season 
statistics, it’s evident that 
Tucker is being a bit over-crit- 
ical of himself. 

Tucker is now the num- 
ber one pitcher for the 
Hitmen. Although he down- 
plays his performance, he has 
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BOYS’ TENNIS: 
Ousted in 
Semifinals 
by Hunter 


By FARZANA 
NURUZZAMAN 


The playoffs came to a 
screeching halt on May 18 
for the Stuyvesant boys’ ten- 
nis team as they lost to their 
only formidable opponent 
this season, Hunter High 
School, at the National 
Tennis Center. Just two days 
after a 5-0 victory against the 
Bronx A- Division leader 
Lehman High School, Stuy 
could not keep their 
momentum up for the semi- 
finals match. The final score 
was 4-1 in Hunter’s favor. 

First singles player, 
junior Roy Braid, lost two 
sets 6-2 and 6-1. Junior 
Vladmir Koutun also lost 
both of his sets, 7-5 and 6-3. 
Freshman Magdy EI 
Mihdawy won the only 
match for Stuy in three sets, 
his match-clinching set end- 
ing with a score of 6-2. El 
Mihdawy was the only Stuy 
player to win a match against 
Hunter the entire year. 

The first doubles team, 
made up of sophomore Joo 
Young Yoon and junior 
Steven Gelb, lost their match 


6-1, 6-2. The second doubles 
team consisted of freshman 
Zachary Rosenblatt and 
junior Edward Seo. In their 
second set, they were up 5 
games to 3, but Hunter ral- 
lied to force a tie breaker. 
In the tie breaker, Stuy 
began with a 30-lead, but col- 
lapsed as Hunter ralied off 
seven straight points. The 
final score in the match was 
6-2 and 7-6(7-3). 


BASEBALL: Hitmen 
Wrap Up Season 
On a Tear 


By JACOB SMITH 


Louis D. Brandeis High 
School was supposed to be 
one the best baseball teams 
in Stuyvesant’s division. 
However, the Hitmen made 
the Brandeis Bravettes look 
like a tee-ball team, crushing 
them by a score of 13-3. 

This was the last game of 
the regular season for the 
Hitmen, a regular season in 
which they won their last six 
games convincingly. The 
Hitmen finished their season 
with a 10-4 record, good 
enough to tie Brandeis for 
the second spot in the 
Manhattan Al Division, 
behind only 12-0 George 
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Peaches Walk 
All Over Bergtraum 


Clinch Division Title 


By KIM PIRO 


What began as a solid 
pitching duel on Saturday, 
May 19 quickly became a 
blowout ended by the mercy 
rule. While Stuy’s pitcher 
Jamie Cositore managed to 
stay strong for the entire 
game, Murray Bergtraum 
High School’s pitcher unrav- 
eled, walking seven batters in 
the fourth inning. A total of 
ten of Stuy’s 15 runs were 
scored that inning; the final 
score was 15-5, Stuyvesant. 

“I was very impressed with 
the effort,” said pitcher 
Cositore. “Everyone played 
with complete confidence and 
it showed.” 

Since both Stuyvesant and 
Bergtraum finished the season 
with a 13-1 record, this game 
was necessary to determine 
which of the two would 
become the division champi- 
ons. Even though both teams 
were guaranteed a spot in the 
playoffs, this game would 
decide what seed team they 
would play first. Since 
Stuyvesant won the game, they 
will get to play a lower seeded 
team first. 

Although the game was at 


Riverbank, which is Stuy’s 
home field, they did not auto- 
matically gain the home field 
advantage. The umpire 
flipped a coin to see which 
team would be considered the 
home team and therefore get 
final at bat. Stuy lost the coin 
toss, but the players did not 
let this effect their mindset for 
the game. 

Stuyvesant was up to bat 
in the top of the first inning, 
something that they were not 
used to doing at Riverbank. 
After getting two outs, the 
third batter of the inning, 
catcher Danielle Hedderson, 
blasted a solo home run out 
to left field. This was the only 
Stuyvesant run until the ten- 
run fourth inning. 

Bergtraum scored two 
runs in the second inning, 
with their second baseman 
and center fielder hitting back 
to back doubles. The first 
player scored on her team- 
mate’s double and the second 
player scored stealing third 
base and home. This made 
the score 2-1, Bergtraum. 

Bergtraum’s rookie pitch- 
er tired by the fourth inning. 
Hedderson led off with a walk 
and she scored on a home run 
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Samantha Silverberg ina game against 
Economics & Finance on May 3. 
by Kerri Anderson. With the 
bases clear, nine consecutive 
Stuy batters reached base 
either by a single or a walk. 
When the Peaches were fin- 
ished circling the bases, they 
had come up with ten runs, 
making the score 11-2. 

Bergtraum failed to retali- 
ate in the bottom of the 
fourth, but in the top of the 
fifth, Stuy managed to put 
another run on the board. 
Once again, consecutive walks 
and singles brought a run 
around the bases. 

The last Bergtraum runs 
were scored in the bottom of 
the fifth inning. Their left 
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MIMBAS 
SHUTOUT 
BEACON 


Undefeated 
In Manhattan 
Division 


By JOSH ROSS 


Early in the first half, co- 
captain Rachel Pecker stood 
with the ball less than 20 yards 
from the goal, with plenty of 
time to wait for a cutter. 
Suddenly Anna Teytelman 
came streaking along on 
Pecker’s left side. Pecker 
chipped the ball over the 
heads of the defense, catching 
Teytelman right in stride with 
the pass, who kicked it into 
the top right corner of the 
net. This gave the Stuyvesant 
Mimbas an early 1-0 lead over 
Beacon on May 16. They 
never looked back. 

The Mimbas clinched the 
Manhattan division champi- 
onship with their 4-0 win over 
Beacon, and according to 
coach Phil Fisher, have 
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Margaret Ross getting ready to send the ball down the fie 
against Beacon on May 16. 
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secured a number three seed 
in the city playoffs. Chloe 
Weber and Nina 
Koukharenko combined for 
the shutout. Amalia della 
Paolera did an excellent job at 
sweeper, which in turn made 
Weber and Koukharenko’s 
job much easier. Co-captain 
Robin Kachka scored two 
goals and had one assist. 
Adriana Diaz and Teytelman 
had the other two goals, while 
Rachel Pecker and Joanna 
Adamczak also had assists. 

“It was a load off our 


backs,” said Pecker. “It was 
essential to maintain our 
number three seed, and beat- 
ing them by a lot boosted our 
confidence.” 

Confidence was obviously 
a top priority on the minds of 
the Mimbas in this pivotal 
game. Losing to Beacon, a 
team that only lost to top- 
ranked Tottenville 2-1, would 
have deflated the Mimba’s 
morale, thrusting them into 
the playoffs after a tough loss. 
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